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. W \\ - ‘;‘.,--‘
’ | I‘~‘ Progre: ,f ;
: = & (4]
Magazine Supplement to the
- L
Granite City I I O I I

Press-Record

LN D2
\*\

WY
\

\

MO
NN
S\ \?";é'\ \ \
|
}
)

\

80 6813

the St. Louis Coke and Iron Company, The Commenwealth
Steel Foundry, The American Steel Foundry, The National
Enameling and Stamping Company, The Granite City Steel
Works, The Union Starch and Refining Company, The F. J.
Lewis Manufacturing Company, Midland Creosote Company,
The Hoyt Metal Company, The National Lead, Mirific Pro-
ducts Company, American Car and Foundry Company, Laclede
gteel Company, Barber Asphalt Company, and other large in-
ustries.

IN Granite City and vicinity are located these great industries,

GREAT DEVELOPMENT and Progress has been made here in
the past ten yvears and the next ten vears will witness a far great-
er development. Truly—This Industrial District will soon be

The Largest Steel Center in The World.

-

Scribes of Southeﬁ illihois:

Granite City Welcomes You!

Here in the Pittsburg of the West we have dusted off the doormat so that you members of the Southern Illinoi
- Editorial Association may plainly see the words of “Welcome,” enscribed thereon. R

T he citizens of Granite City extend to you the full measure of hospitality and trust that : ;

| _ | Lt your stay in our city ma
be replete with all of the joy that you anticipated ; that your convention may be a success in every way anﬁ thayt
you may inspire each other with the spirit of Americanism that bids every citizen of a good home town to boost
and work to make it better in every vay.

& | It is you, the bearers of the Torch of Progress and light in your respective communities, that have the f u || 3
- @ | measure of this duty resting upon your shoulders and may you discharge that duty i ’h o ¢
Q| ment together and help build up tL spirit of patriotism in these United States. MY T Sus ey thiy iy S 0

e bid you welcome, and may your visit be so pleasant tha: il e with ar : :
. you wa tim' - .it?; ‘the futuu',. pi _ ﬁt you will return home with an earnest ‘!_’}5."
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Foundation of

Public Satisfaction!

A Business Growth Based On Qg

WALTER R. DENNIS FROM THIS SMALL STORE IN 1911,

The tremendous growth and rapid expansion experienced by this concern
is based on the most substantial of all foundations — Public Confidence,
Since its inception 13 years ago, the firm of Dennis Bros. has grown rap-
idly and consistently, each year bringing an ever-increasing number of
satisfied patrons and swelling the volume of business to an amount
thought impossible the year before. Each year there was an increased
demand for a larger and more complete stock and time after time Den-
nis Bros. were forced to add to facilities to meet this demand.

HERBERT W. DENNIS

containing only 1200 square feet of floor space and a stock which was limited to a few staple items, Den-
nis Bros. has grown until it now occeupies practically the eatire area of the massive Dennis Bros. Building
at Niedringhaus avenue and D street and carries regularly in stock the largest and most complete assort-

ment of house furnishings of all kinds to be found anywhere in the
southern part of Illinois.

Oct, 20, 1911 —1200 square feet.

A TR

- DENNI

S BROS. - 1924

More than 38,000
square feet of floor
space, devoted ex-
clusively to the
display of fine

guality furniture --

the largest and
most comphete
stock in Southern

Illinois.

HE phenomenal manner in which Dennis Bros. has grown from a small enterprise to tl!e largest con-

cern of its kind in this territory is due to our policy of honest dealing, honest merchandise and honest

prices. This institution offers for sale only goods of a quality which we are willing to b‘fﬂll‘l.h(‘]““d':"

and we have always maintained prices at the lowest possible level consistent with sound business. We
have consistently passed on to our patrons, the big savings resulting from economies possible through our
large purchasing power and location which enables us to do business at a much lower cost than would other-
wise be possible. These factors together with the fact that liberal eredit terms have been vxtt'u_t_lt'..d to every-
one has enabled this concern to develope until it now serves probably more people in the Tri-Cities and th.t'
surrounding territory in Southern Illinois than any other furniture house in the St. Lounis distriet. Furni-
ture buyers who want highest quality furniture at the lowest prices to he found anywhere will find that the
very same things which have made Dennis Bros., a truly big institution, will make their purchases here a
pleasing and satisfactory transaction—highest quality at lowest prices, easy convenient eredit terms, :-.u‘!(l an
Interest in your satisfaction long after the actual purchase has been forgotten.—When you need furniture,
COME TO DENNIS BROS., FIRST!
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The Largest and Most Complete Furniture House in Southern lllinois.

GRANITE CITY,ILL.
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W. G. BERGNER

[Fifteen vears in business 1n
the Tri-Cities has seen the
Bergner Plumbing, Heating &
Supply Company become one
of the largest operators 1n
sanitary and heating installa-
tions in the middle west.

A large percentage of the fac-
tories, business buildings, and
homes built in Granite City
and throughout the State have
been equipped with plumbing
and heating systems by this
firm. . ':-;;_;'.
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A. J. BERGNER

Guardians of the Community’s
Health—That is the duty of
your plumbing and heating
contractor.

Your home, your factory, your
store, the hotel is as nothing
if it were not for the work and
the handicraft of the plumber
and steamfitter.

We are your servants and we
want to serve you well. What
would your hemne be without
the plumbing and heating
therein?

THE HOME OF THE BERGNER PLUMBING, HEATING AND SUPPLY CO.

The store and offices have recently been remodelled to
keep pace with the rapid advancement and growth of
sanitary and heating requirements. Up to date equip-
ment and time saving devices have been installed, so
as to complete all transactions necessary to satisfac-
torily fill the wants of customers quickly.

A large variety of parts for new and old designs of
plumbing and heating equipment is carried in stock,
and the latest ideas of merchandising carried out in
the stock arrangement. An inspection of this store
produces the idea that Dependability and Service is
the goal this firm desires to reach.

The estimating and private offices are now located on
the 2nd floor in enlarged quarters in order to more
readily meet the demands made on this department
for plumbing and heating estimates.

The builder and buyer of homes and buildings now
recognizes the value of securing the advice and en-
gaging the services of a reliable plumbing and heating
contractor to handle their requirements in this line.

1925 STATE STREET

A SECTION OF DISPLAY ROOM

SALES ROOM

Their many years of experience make them ideally fit-
ted to assist and advise you in designing your plumb-
ing and heating installations.

The public in invited to avail themselves of this ser-
vice. The plumbing and heating installations in a
building are of great importance and to carefully plan
and consider these two problems with the aid and as-
sistance of those experienced and qualified in these
two branches of the building industry, will mean econ-
omy and proper installations.

A great convenience to the prospective builder and
user of plumbing equipment, is the new modern dis-
play rooms recently completed by this firm.

This firm recognizes the demands heing made by the
public for good plumbing and heating installations and
cquipment and are forging ahead with plans to meet
this ever-growing demand. |
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From a Cornfield to a City of Twenty-six Thousand People and Mammoth I ndustrial Plants

A sparsely settled community
of 922 people In 1896 to a pro-
gressive

thriving iIndustrial city
of 26,000 Inhabitants early in
1924—this sums up briefiy the

achievement In growth of Granite
City, one of the fastest growing
municipalities in Illinois.

From this progress of ever-in-
creasing citizenry, together with
its numerons industries that have
been constructed during this time,
the city derived its slogan, “The
Industrial Magnet of the West. "
named during a contest held a
few years ago and contributed by
Miss Lilllan Watkins, then a stu-
dent in the high school. Her
slogan was plcked from hundreds
submitted during a contest con-
ducted by the Commercial Club
and was selected by a special
committee of citizens who were
given the task of substituting
something new and modern for
the old slogan, *“Granite City
Best to Live, Work, Invest,"” and
which is still very appropriate.

Stretching out over a vast sec-
tion of prairie, the city has grown
from an early farming community
to one of the modern industrial
municipalities of the country—
and that in a period of 27 years
since its incorporation.

In 1893, and previous, the land
was inhabited by scarely 300 peo-
ple, who made up the total of
residents and from which the
population rapidly grew,

During the days before 18086,
which was previous to the incor-
poration of the city, there was a
postoflice, two or three business
houses, ete., but at that time the
settlement was unnamed, except
for that part of the section known
as “Six-Mile Prairie” and “Kind-
erhook,"” named after the well
known Kinder family of that day.

In 18983 the receipts of the
postoffice were decidedly small, in
that but $§60.99 was taken in dur-
ing the year. The annual receipts
had increased to $123.82 in 1894
and to $365.05 in 1895. During
the year of organization of ecity
government, 1896, $619.46 was
recorded. From this time the re-
ceipts mounted with each passing
year.

In 1905 the business of the
postoffice reached $12,579.68, but
this is a small figure compared to
the business of the office now. It
has grown, until today, it is
classed among the first-class post-
offices of the United States,

The postoffice was first estab-
lished on May 29, 1893. There
are but few residents of that day
who are still among us. Com-
pared with the population at the
present time they hardly make up
a small portion of one per cent.

The office was located at its be-
ginning in a residence on State
street, now numbered 1838, near
the Rosenberg building. The cot-
tage where it stood is now a part
of a business block, and the room
it occupied is now a business
establishment.

Dr. J. S. Chase was the first
postmaster. As he was a practic-
ing physician, the business was
conducted by his wife. The fam-
fly left Granite City in 1897 and
are now residents of California.

The first stamp sold the day
the office was established was to
Julius Rosenberg, afterwards
mayor of the city and whose sons
now conduct the Rosenberg De-
partment Store at 19th and State
streets. The sale of stamps for
the first day amounted to 23c.
The whole amount received for
box rent for the quarter ending
June 20, 1893, was 50c. The com-
pensation of the postmaster the
;l;%t year was a little more than

Frank M. Cauger, now de-
ceased, was the next postmaster,
and with his wife, ran the office
for a number of years. He was
appointed April 17, 1897, It was
during his tenure of office that
free delivery was established.
This was on November 1, 1906.
Next came free rural delivery
—Ltwo dailly routes from Granite
City, which are a large branch of
the local postoffice delivery system
today. 2

When the business showed a
marked increase in the early days
it was decided that new quarters
were needed. Accordingly, the of-
fice was moved to a bullding with
spacious quarters at 18th and D

streets. It remained there until
Hw.’ﬂiﬂ,,ﬂt«whicb time the new
Federal Building on Niedringhaus
ayenue was completed by the gov-
‘ernment and which was one of
geveral ke structures erected at

of Progressive Organizations and Enterprising Citizens.

advanced to

was appointed.

¢ » he coun- master Chase, was
::1:.‘ S e third-class and then to second- .-\il.hnugh ‘lhu [mnuI:ttli(‘:r‘!I of l‘hl:
The new postoffice building class under the postmastership of city in ltuh was but 922, tha.t"tl.
added such a cosmopolitan ap- Cauger and Thompson and was were 11,710 residents recordel
pearance to that section of the still second-class when Champion ten years later. The school census
city that it was nol :
long before various s SMEES - re fRSe A T - v“
kinds of business ’ SR Yowouty &
houses began spring- .L .
ing up in every direc- V. y
tion. The postoflice is . 3, 134 |
located on a sort of a . S

triangular site which
formerly was a part of
a park set out in the
earlier days as a park
view. This and anoth-
er recreation spot
known as “Forest
Park,” were the two .
park sites in the early
days of the city’'s his-
Ltory.

The new postoffice
building has most all
the modern equipment
that the postoffices of
the larger cities have.

When the postoflice
was moved into its new
quarters 12 yvears ago,
J. W. Thompson was
postmaster, he having
gserved a part of his
time in the old build-
ing. Only four post-
masters have served

the city thus far,

Wm. Champion Iis
the present postmaster
and has been in charge of the lo-
cal postoflice for more than 10
vears, succeeding Thompson., Un-
der his regime the office suc-
ceeded to first-class with the close
of business of 1923 and will res
ceive the title July 1st, this vear.
The amount of annual business
necessary for this classification is
$40,000. The receipts for 19523
were $47,497.93.

The wonderful
1910 is shown in the following
tabulation: 1910, receipts, $21,.-
8$88.09: 1916, $23.680.88; 1920,
$39,858.86. With the office reach-
ing more than $47,000 last year,
prediction is made that the $50,-
000 mark will be obtained this

growth since

year,
The local office began as a
fourth-class office under Post-

The Granite City Postoffice

William Champion,
Postmaster

in 1896 was 338. In 1906 it was

2,760,
Granite City today not only
has more than 256,000 inhabi-

tants, approximately 4,000 school
children, a dozen gigantic indus-
tries and a network of rallroads
and traction lines, but has hun-
dreds of modern buildings and
rosidences that have greatly en-
hanced the value of property over
and over again since its institu-
tion.

Electric lighting and power
gystems, filtered water, gas and
other public works, together with
miles of paved streets and side-
walks, go to make up everything
desired in a modern city, Beauti-
ful homes abound and parks and
recreation spots have been estab-
lished.,

WILSON PARK
/723

WILSON PARK

/923

itself,

' e e . i Mhe aOoNEe : v West: Sketehes
A Story of the Progress and Development of Granite City, The Industrial Magnet of the West; Sketches

Wilson Park, covering a large
area in the north section of the
city, was laid out, completed and
opened to the public early last
vear. In addition a memorial
park at Niedringhaus and Madi-
son avenues is but a recent asset,

Other like recreation spots and
playgrounds are planned.
One of the great publie im-

provements of recent years is the
new outlet sewer which was con-
structed at a cost of $600,000,
and which after several years of
work, was completed during the
early part of 1923 during the ad-
ministration of the present may-
or, R. E. Robertson,

This sewer, together with the
contemplated new pump station
to be constructed this year at an
outlay of $30,000, will finish a
program adequate to take care of
the city's future sew2rage needs
for vears to come, Storm “ater
gsewerage districts heve hean es-
tablished to #u.ve the pro:'em
during rainy per'dds.

In additivin to the outlet sewer
there has been perfected
tour lateral sewar districts known
as Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4. The
cost of No. 1 was $130,000; No.
2, $78,000; No. 3, §6,000, and
No. 4, $25,000, bringing the total
sewer improvement outlay to date
to $889,000, In addition the city
purposes to expend this year a
total of $125,000, 8$566,000 of
which will be put into lateral gew-
ar district No. 5, and $70,000 in-
to lateral sewer district No, 6,

Granite City covers approxi-
mately 2,600 acres, has 20 miles
of paved streots, 140 miles of
concrete sidewalks and 48 miles
of sewers. REight-four thousand
dollars hag been expended for the
purchase of parks and $5655,000
for improvements at Wilson Park.

During the past two years
$204,000 has been spent for
gtreet paving, including the im-
provement of Niedringhaus ave-
nue, B street, D street, G street,
State street, and Washington ave-
nue, The latter thoroughfare has
just been opened through to the
northeasterly ecity limits after
vears of negotiations with the 1l-
linois Traction System.

In addition to the Improve-
ments already made on the streets
and sidewalks of the city, a num-
ber of other improvements on an
equally large scale, are planned
for this year,

The subdivisions of the city
platted in the past two years in-
gide and abutting the city limits
include the following: Communi-
ty Heights, east of Nameoki road,
north of Illinois Traction System
right-of-way and opposite St.
John's Church, 60 acres; Com-
monwealth Manor, north of Illi-
nois Traction right-of-way, 80
acres; Webster School Addition,
East Granite, between August and
Kate streets, north of 25th and
adjoining Liberty Park on the
west, 9 acres; Washington Boule-
vard Addition, 26th street to
Nameoki road along Washington
avenue, 34 acres; Wilson Park,
14 acres; Ferdinand Place, 25th
to 27th street and between State
and B, 85 acres; North Granite,
west of railroad tracks and north
of 26th street, 65 acres; making
a total of 337 acres laid out and
subdivided within this period of
time. A large number of other
subdivisions have been platted
from time to time during the past
ten to fifteen years.

The industries of the city have
been a great factor in its growth,
With ten large manufacturing
plants dotting the community, the
municipality has grown by leaps
and bounds. When running norm-
al these plants employ approxi-
mately 10,000 workers. It was
said not many years ago, that
these industries gave employment
to more men than the town had
residents. That condition has
changed. The city has grown so
rapidly in every line of endeavor
that the population has increased
to such proportions as to make
the inhabitants now more than
double the number of employves
in the plants mentioned.

Among the large industries in
Granite City is the St. Louis Coke
and Iron Co,, formerly the St.
Louis Coke and Chemical Co.,
constructed in recent years at an
apnroximate- cost of $15,000,000,
and which covers a plant acreage
of 196 acros near the eastern city
limits. About 600 men ars em-
ployed. The plant mainly con-
sists of 80 ovens, capable of
handling 2,000 tons of coal in 24
hours, with a blast furnace of








































































































































































